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the meditations of her tour in Russia: "It is
Important to repeat to every partisan of the
rights which are rooted in the past, that it is
liberty which is ancient, and it is despotism
which is modern." Local and provincial lib-
erties have formed the nation; royalty de-
formed It m taking selfish advantage of it;
but it has not annihilated it indeed, and the
nation found itself whole and entire when it
shook off its bonds, " From the old age of
Louis XIV, to the French Revolution, mind
and might lay with individuals, and the gov-
ernment was in its decline/* It had to be so,
or the advent of those fiery, independent, and
heroic souls, a whole generation of patriots
and heroes, after three quarters of a century
of State decadence, would have no explanation,
In the heat of her liberal demands, Madame
dc Stacl denies to Richelieu any great political
conception whatever; he destroyed " the origi-
nality of the French character, its loyalty, its
candor, its independence/' She speaks of
him as of Napoleon: " He was a foreigner in
France/' Bonaparte was a Corsican of Italian
blood; Richelieu was a priest brought up in
the Italian schools. She refuses any admira-
tion for Louis XIV. up to the time of his mis-
fortunes. She will see nothing great in his
reign. She discerns, on the contrary, withowing noo is the con-d in all the
